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Screening and Assessment to Identify and Meet the Social-Emotional Needs of Infants and Toddlers in Early Intervention and Their Families

For now, the following practices will be recommended. ITCVA will work towards a tentative implementation date of July 1, 2026 to require these practices.

Initial Eligibility Determination
· Use of the ASQ-SE or another SE-specific screening tool is strongly recommended for all children as part of the initial eligibility determination process, and no child may be found ineligible for early intervention without completing the ASQ-SE or another SE-specific screening tool.
· If an ASQ-SE or other social-emotional screening or assessment tool has been completed within 6 months prior to referral and is available to the early intervention team, then the team is not required to repeat the screening. However, consideration should be given to how quickly development changes for infants and toddlers and whether the prior screening or assessment is recent enough to reflect the child’s current developmental status.

Initial Assessment for Service Planning (ASP)
· If the ASQ-SE was completed during eligibility determination and results were in the monitoring zone or above the cutoff, then the ASP must include the use of a SE-specific assessment tool.
· If an ASQ-SE was not completed during eligibility determination, then the assessment for service planning must include the use of the ASQ-SE or a SE-specific assessment tool. 
· If the ASQ-SE is completed at ASP and the results were in the monitoring zone or above the cutoff, then the ASP must also include the use of a SE-specific assessment tool or the IFSP team must recommend to the family that a social-emotional assessment be included as an IFSP service. 
· ASP Team: Strongly recommend the ASP team includes a practitioner with infant mental health expertise (social worker, counselor, psychologist) or a practitioner with Infant Mental Health endorsement at the Family Specialist Level or higher for those children with ASQ-SE results in the monitoring zone or above the cutoff or when other risk factors are present.
· Tools: The following SE tools are recommended for assessment of social-emotional development -- Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) Infant and Toddler, Infant & Toddler Social Emotional Assessment (ITSEA), Social Emotional Assessment/Evaluation Measure (SEAM). Please reference the Social-Emotional Assessment Toolkit (Social-Emotional-Screening-and-Assessment-Toolkit-2024-08.docx (live.com)) and Social-Emotional Related Factors Screening & Assessment Toolkit (Virginias-Social-Emotional-Related-Factors-Screening-and-Assessment-Toolkit-2024-08.docx (live.com)) for information about these and other tools. The SE Related Factors Guiding Questions (Related-Factors-Guiding-Questions-2024-08.docx (live.com)) may be helpful in identifying appropriate screening and assessment tools that consider child, parent and family factors that may impact the child’s social-emotional development.
· Family Assessment: As is required now, the family-directed assessment must be based on information obtained through Virginia’s family assessment tool questions and an interview (conversation) with those family members who choose to participate. The questions that constitute the required family assessment tool will be as follows (blue font represents new wording/questions):
· Tell me about your family – who is in your family?
· Who are other caregivers for Johnny, e.g. extended family, childcare providers, etc.?
· Tell me about the places your child and family spend time.
· What is a typical day like for your child, your family and you as a parent?
· Tell me about your routines and activities. Which routines/activities are going well and which are not going well for your child? What are the most challenging aspects of your daily routine for you as the parent?
· What other activities would you like your child and family to participate in?
· What activities really interest your child, and which ones interest you to do with your child?
· Describe your relationship with your child. What are some of the strengths and challenges you encounter, or times you feel particularly stressed or overwhelmed as a parent? 
· Please share any aspects of your culture, faith, spiritual or parenting practices you want us to be mindful of when working with your child and family. 
Ongoing
· Use of the ASQ-SE or other SE-specific screening tool is recommended every 6 months and required annually for all children unless that child is receiving IFSP services from a social worker, counselor or psychologist or the child is receiving mental health treatment outside the early intervention system.
· Service coordinators and service providers are encouraged to use the SE Related Factors Guiding Questions (Related-Factors-Guiding-Questions-2024-08.docx (live.com)) over time and as needed to assist in understanding factors that may impact a child’s development and a family’s parenting beliefs and practices. Information from the guiding questions will assist the team in identifying other ongoing or one-time screening or assessment tools that may be helpful in supporting the family to help their child develop and learn.
· Neither the ASQ-SE nor a SE-specific assessment tool are necessary to access services to support SE development or Infant Mental Health if concerns arise at any point after initial eligibility/initial IFSP. Requiring ongoing use of the ASQ-SE at a designated interval is a fail-safe to make sure no child falls through the cracks; but, if an SE concern arises, there is no requirement to use the ASQ-SE or a SE-specific assessment tool for the IFSP team to add outcomes and/or services to the IFSP immediately.
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